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Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: An Introduction

▪ Isaiah 8.11-13(NKJV) 
11I should not walk in the way of this people...12nor be 
afraid of their threats...13The Lord of hosts, Him you shall 
hallow; let HIM BE YOUR FEAR...HIM BE YOUR DREAD. 

▪ Isaiah 11.1-3(NKJV) 
1There shall come fort a Rod from the stem of Jesse...2the 
Spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him...of wisdom & under-
standing...of counsel & might...of knowledge & the FEAR 
OF THE LORD. 3HIS DELIGHT IS IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: An Introduction

▪Ps 111.10(NKJV): 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom & a good understanding have all those 
who keep his commandments

▪Prov 9.10 (NKJV): 10The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom & by knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding (cf. Pr 1.7)

▪Eccl 12.13 (NKJV): Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is man’s all.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Job 1:4–5, 8—A Depiction
4His sons would go and feast...each on his appointed day, 
and...invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.

5So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that 
Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in 
the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number 
of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned 
& cursed God in their hearts”...Job did regularly. 

8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My 
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blame-
less & upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: A Description

Acts 5.1-11 (NKJV) 
5Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and 
breathed his last. So great fear came upon all 
those who heard these things. 
10Then immediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last...11So great fear came upon all 
the church and upon all who heard these things.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: A Description

Acts 9:31 (NKJV) 
31Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria had peace and were edified. And 
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 

Fear = (1) State of fear or terror (cf. Ps 90.11); (2) 
reverence or respect; (3) worship



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: A Description

Acts 9.31: Walking...
▪“Walking:” Fluidity of motion so movement occurs 

from one place to another.
▪Anatomically and Physiologically 
✓ Brain: Sends simultaneous and synchronous impulses 

to the muscles in ordered fashion.
✓ Muscles: Must respond in the exact order &  intensity 

as the brain dictated.
✓ Balance: Must be intact for each step has a moment 

of suspension in mid-air.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: A Definition

▪An ever-present God-consciousness that holds Him with 
adoring respect as to what he is (i.e. his place) and who 
he is (i.e. his person);

▪Such that, with a loyal/humble heart I would order my 
ways accordingly—pursuing that which is consistent with 
his disposition and his commands while removing myself 
from that which is inconsistent with his disposition and 
commands;

▪Which, with the deepest of integrity and sincerity, will 
reach down to the most private and discreet of actions or 
attitudes or to the most public of actions or attitudes.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Key ingredient in instruction

▪Deuteronomy 6:13 (NKJV) 
13You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him and 
shall take oaths in His name. 

▪Deuteronomy 8:6 (NKJV) 
6“Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the 
LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. 

▪Fear: Afraid, put in dread, terror, revere (TWOT)

▪Minimum: Some type of attitude toward God that 
commits in devotion to him and action for him.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: It’s a priority in direction

Deuteronomy 31.12–13: 7th yr law reading

12Gather the people together, men and women and 

little ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, 

that they may hear and that they may learn to fear the 

LORD your God and carefully observe all the words of 

this law, and

13that their children, who have not known it, may hear & 

learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in...” 



Authentic Christianity
Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: It involves a full/complete/un-
blemished heart

Joshua 24.14–15
14“Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in 
truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on 
the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 

15And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: It is a faithful loyalty; an internal 
devotedness

2 Chronicles 19.7–9:
7Now therefore, let the fear of the LORD be upon you; 
take care & do it, for there is no iniquity with the LORD

our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes.”...8for the 
judgment of the LORD and for controversies,... 

Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites and 
priests...9he commanded...“Thus you shall act in the 
fear of the LORD, faithfully and with a loyal heart



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Key ingredient

▪Colossians 3.22-25(NKJV): A Definition
22Bondservants, obey in all things your masters accord-
ing to the flesh, not with eyeservice as man pleasers, but 
in sincerity of heart, fearing God.
23And whatever you do, do it heartily as to the Lord and 
not to men.
24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward 
of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ
25But he who does wrong will be repaid...



THE FEAR OF THE LORD
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Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Perspective

❖The Fear Of The Lord: A Definition

▪An ever-present God-consciousness that holds Him with 
adoring respect and trust as to what he is (i.e. his place) 
and who he is (i.e. his person);

▪Such that, with a loyal/humble heart I would order my 
ways accordingly—pursuing that which is consistent with 
his disposition and his commands while removing myself 
from that which is inconsistent with his disposition and 
commands;

▪Which, with the deepest of integrity and sincerity, will 
reach down to the most private and discreet of actions or 
attitudes or to the most public of actions or attitudes.



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Descriptive

❖The Fear of the Lord: Facets

▪A proper perspective: Job 28.28 28 “Behold, the fear of the 
Lord is wisdom” (cf. Ps 111.10; Pr 1.7, 9.10, 15.33)

▪A purity: Psalm 19.9 9The fear of the Lord is clean [pure]

▪A proper placement: Psalm 22:23 23You who fear the LORD, 
praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him...

▪A perfect intimacy: Psalm 25:14 14The secret of the LORD is 
with those who fear Him...He will show them His covenant.

▪A particular esteem: Psalm 33:8 8Let all the earth fear the 
LORD; let all the inhabitants...stand in awe of Him. 



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Descriptive

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Facets

▪A place of trust and protection: Psalm 33:18 18Behold, the 
eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him (cf. Ps 34.7; Pr
14.26), on those who hope in His mercy (cf. Ps 103.17)

▪An appropriate hatred: Proverbs 8:13 13The fear of the LORD

is to hate evil; pride, arrogance and the evil way;... the 
perverse mouth I hate. (cf. Pr 16.6—departs from evil)

▪A peaceful satiation: Proverbs 19:23 23The fear of the LORD

leads to life & he who has it will abide in satisfaction; He 
will not be visited with evil (cf. Pr 15.16, 19.23)



Disobedience: 1 Sam. 15
• Mission: Amalekites (vv. 

1-4)
• Execution: Partial (vv. 5-

9)
• Communication: To 

Samuel [God’s man] (vv. 
10-11)

• Self-congratulations: 
Saul goes around the 
country (v. 12)



Disobedience: 1 Sam. 15
• Saul: “Blessed are you…I 

have…” (v. 13)
• Samuel: “What then is 

the…I hear?” (v. 14)
• Saul: “They have 

brought…” (v. 15)
• Samuel: “Be quiet & I will 

tell you…why did you not 
obey?” (vv. 16-19)



Disobedience: 1 Sam. 15
• Saul: “But I have 

obeyed…the people 
took…to sacrifice to the 
Lord…” (vv. 20-21)

• Samuel: “…to obey is 
better than 
sacrifice…rebellion is 
as…witchcraft…stubborn-
ness is as iniquity and 
idolatry…” (vv. 22-23)



Disobedience: 1 Sam. 15
• Samuel: “…the Lord 

has rejected you as 
king…” (v. 26)

• Samuel: “‘…as your 
sword made…so shall’ 
…and Samuel hacked 
Agag in pieces…” (v. 
33)



Disobedience:
1 Sam. 15

• Remorse, really? “…please 
pardon my sin & return 
with me that I may worship 
the Lord” (vv. 24-26)

• Real Reasons: “I have 
sinned, yet honor me now, 
please, before…Israel…” (v. 
30)



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Illustrative

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Positive Example--Abraham

▪Presence of the Lord: Gen 18.1 1The Lord appeared

▪Recognition: Gen 18.2a 2aHe lifted his eyes & looked & 
behold

▪Respect: Gen 18.2b 2bHe...bowed himself to the ground

▪Request: Gen 18.3-5 5I will bring a morsel of bread that you 
may refresh yourselves under the tree

▪Recruitment: Gen 18.6-8a 6Abraham hurried into the tent to 
Sarah & said...took a...calf...to a young man

▪Waitron: Gen 18.8b 8bHe stood by them under the tree as 
they ate



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Illustrative
❖The Fear Of The Lord: Positive Example—Abraham

▪Desire of God: Gen 18.17 17Shall I hide from Abraham what I 
am doing

▪Regard of God: Gen 18.20 20Because the outcry against So-
dom & Gomorrah is great...I will go down...and see (cf. Jn 
15.15)

▪Drawing near: Gen 18.22b-23a 22bffAbraham stood before the 
Lord and...came near

▪Request: Gen 18.23b-25 23bffWould you destroy the righteous 
with the wicked...far be it from you to judge the righteous 
with the wicked

▪Reply: Gen 18.26, 28, 29, 31, 32 26ffI will not destroy it for the 
sake of...



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Illustrative
❖The Fear Of The Lord: Post-script comparison—Lot

▪The angels arrived: Gen 19.1a 1aThe two angels came to 
Sodom in the evening...Lot was sitting in the gate

▪Recognition: Gen 19.1b 1bWhen Lot saw them

▪Respect: Gen 19.1c 1che rose to meet them & bowed he 
bowed himself...toward the ground

▪Reply: Gen 19.2 2No but we will stay the night in the open 
square

▪Recruitment: Gen 19.14 13But to his sons-in-law, he 
seemed to be joking



➢Illustration: What does it look like?
▪ Joseph, Gen 37-50: Intro

✓ Joseph is envied, hated & wanted dead 

✓ Instead he is sold as slave to another nation, 
culture & language

✓ He is picked up by an executioner in the 
Egyptian government

✓ Whose wife hunts him down for a fling

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like?
▪ Joseph, phase one: Gen 37-39

✓ What is his answer: “How can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God” (Gen 39.9)

✓ He held fast to God even when he could 
have been bitter at God for all of his events

▪ Joseph, phase two: Gen 37-39

✓ He is falsely accused, thrown into prison for 
at least two years

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like? 
▪Joseph, phase three: Gen 40.1-8

✓ He assists the inmates under his charge by 
interpreting their dreams

✓ What is his comment? “Do not interpreta-
tions belong to God...tell me them please” 
(40.8)

✓ Delay: Two years later, Pharaoh has uninter-
pretable dreams & hears of Joseph & 
summons him (cf. Gen 40.23-41.1)

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like? 
▪Joseph, phase three: Gen 40-41

✓ What does he do with this moment? “It is not 
with me, God will give Pharaoh an answer 
of peace” (41.17)

▪ Joseph, phase four: Gen 42-45

✓ Joseph meets his brothers & calls the men to 
appear before him in total (Gen 42.6-8a)

✓ He has the upper hand & can make them 
pay (Gen 42.8b-17)

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like? 

▪ Joseph, phase four: Gen 42-45
✓ What does he do when he could obtain 

revenge? ”Do this and live, for I fear God” (42.18)

▪ Joseph, phase five, Gen 46-50
✓ Revelation: Joseph tells his brothers who he is—a 

moment of celebration, shame, amazement

✓ What does he say in this moment of truth? “Do 
not be grieved or angry with yourselves...

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like? 
▪ Joseph, phase five, Gen 46-49
✓ What does he say in this moment of truth? “...for 

God sent me before you to preserve life...God 
sent me to preserve a posterity...it was not you 
who sent me, but God” (45.5-8)

✓ The family moves over and settles in the best of 
the land as ranchers, even for Pharaoh

✓ Jacob eventually passes on

Authentic Christianity



➢Illustration: What does it look like? 
▪ Joseph, phase six, Gen 50
✓ The brothers are worried about retaliation from 

Joseph since their father is gone

✓ They sheepishly approach their younger sibling

✓ What does Joseph do in this moment? “Am I in 
the place of God...you meant evil, but God 
meant it for good...to save many people; do 
not be afraid...he comforted them” (50.19-21)

✓ Joseph fears the Lord all of his life

Authentic Christianity



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Illustrative

❖The Fear Of The Lord: Negative Example—Jonah

▪He said he feared the Lord: Jonah 1.9 9I am a Hebrew & I 
fear the Lord. 

▪His actions were the exact opposite: Jonah 1.3 3But Jonah 
arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

▪His actions did not stop a jealous God: Jonah 1.4 (the Lord 
sent a great wind); 1.17 (the Lord prepared a great fish); 
4.6 (the Lord prepared a plant); 4.7 (Go prepared a 
worm); 4.8 (God prepared a vehement east wind...sun)

▪His question: Jonah 4.9 9Is is right for you to be angry?



Authentic Christianity

Q: What are we missing? A: Descriptive

❖The Fear Of The Lord: What is it?

▪An ever-present God-consciousness that holds Him with 
adoring respect as to what he is (i.e. his place) and who 
he is (i.e. his person);

▪Such that, with a loyal/humble heart I would order my 
ways accordingly—pursuing that which is consistent with 
his disposition and his commands while removing myself 
from that which is inconsistent with his disposition and 
commands;

▪Which, with the deepest of integrity and sincerity, will 
reach down to the most private and discreet of actions or 
attitudes or to the most public of actions or attitudes.



I have been at the altar 
and witnessed the Lamb

Burnt wholly to ashes for me;
And watched its sweet savor

ascending on high,
Accepted, O Father, by Thee.

And lo, while I gazed 
at the glorious sight,

A voice from above reached mine ears:
“By this thine iniquity’s taken away,
And no trace of it on thee appears.



“An end of thy sin has been
made for thee here

By Him who its penalty bore;
With blood it is blotted eternally out,

And I will not remember it more.”

O Lord, I believe it
with wonder and joy;

Confirm Thou, this precious belief;
While daily I learn that I am, in myself,

Of sinners the vilest and chief. 



Outline:
Prospective: Introduction
Descriptive: 

Key Ingredient
It’s a Priority
It’s a Full Heart
It’s a Faithful Heart
Facets

Illustrative: Examples & Conclusion


